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On June 21, 2011, the U.S. Conference of Mayors, deep in staggering budget crises, voted for an end to our wars and for negotiations to eliminate all nuclear weapons.

Yet our great nation plunges itself deeper into an escalating historic bankruptcy caused mainly by its permanent trillion dollar wars to Americanize Muslim nations in the Middle East and Africa. 

Our occupation of Iraq and Afghanistan has cost up to $4.4 trillion according to a research project “Costs of War” done by Brown University’s Watson Institute for National Studies.  
We may by now need to take it very serious that, in the early days of “Shock and Awe,” President George W. Bush excitedly christened what has become our longest war as “a crusade!” and “The First War of the Twenty-First Century!” 
To de-sanctify violent Muslim “Blowback,” like the “Nine Eleven” attacks, the President’s Congressional supporters and mass-media public-opinion creators cleverly renamed the crusade to be known officially and permanently as the “War on Terror.” 
Yet, the ever expanding explosions of fundamentalist religious and sanctified nationalist spiritual power generated by both the Judeo-Christian and the Muslim sides of these wars has made many concerned social-psychology analysts believe that the President may have used the name “crusade” in a very accurate way.
He may have made a truth-out Freudian slip, a big unconscious eruption from his repressed guilt for using many shameful team-administrated lies to claim that the petrol-generated holocaust in Iraq was really just a mandatory mission of America’s “national defense” against “Evil.”
Why does it seem by now that a “holy war” culture of global militarism that began with the great imperialist World Wars of the 20th Century has again spun out of control, especially in our frequent drone-bombings of our increasingly unstable, nuclear-armed ally Pakistan?
While thousands of our Christian Fundamentalists are openly excited about the coming of Armageddon and most of our citizens are distracted 24-7 by celebrity-entertainment, they are unaware that all the world’s major nuclear nations are publicly refusing to begin their long promised mutual reduction and elimination of the thousands of nuclear weapons that  at any moment, within a few hours of firestorm-fallout time, could make our entire world so radioactive as to be uninhabitable for billions of years?
Since Ronald Reagan created the “Star Wars” Strategic Defense Initiative three decades ago, tens of billions in research funding have been wasted on anti-missile defense programs that have proved to be total failures. 

Why do our citizens allow our gigantic nuclear weapons industry and its high paid lobbyists in Congress to control the major decisions on the “generational” timetables for all our future modernizations and negotiations on nuclear weapons? 
The Apocalyptic Dangers of Symbolic “Immortality Projects”
To better understand the mass-emotional dynamics that are generating the current global trends of holy wars, nuclear proliferation and terrifying nuclear “brinksmanship,” we should read the history-therapy works of the rich scholarship of post-Freudian psychoanalytic cultural anthropologists.

The most distinguished contributors to that wealth of preventive diagnostics would include, among others:

Otto Rank, Norman 0. Brown, Ernest Becker, Erich Fromm, and Robert Jay Lifton. 

Because Sigmund Freud was an atheistic natural scientist, his anthropology was focused mainly on the neurotic results of erotic male “drives,” patriarchal domination, and the repression of fears and fantasies into unconscious minds. 
According to Rank and Becker, Freud neglected to develop an adequate universal theoretical body of psychoanalysis for the symbolic and religious beliefs evolved in every age to cope with human anxieties and discontents.
Becker profusely credited Rank with discovering that the fundamental generator of all major human cultures was a powerful craving to discover how each person could feel that the faceless and meaningless death of our natural animal bodies was superseded by a significant spiritual life that did not die. This triumph over animalistic mortality explained why heroes, leaders and “immortality groups” have been so important to most societies. It may explain why humans have generally bonded most firmly to their nations, their empires and their religions.
For Lifton and Becker it explained why revolutionary movements like Maoism and Leninism became great “immortality projects” even without gods. 
In his 1974 non-fiction Pulitzer Prize work, The Denial of Death and in his final magnum opus, Escape from Evil, Becker presented a powerful psychoanalytic history of the evolution of the most liberating and most destructive “immortality” cultures.
From the ancient millennial ages of divine emperors to the genocidal totalitarian populist regimes of the 20th Century, wars of conquest were supported as forced “divinations” of magical immortality power. They have been creative seeking for the “Will of God,” for signs of victory over meaningless and insignificant mortality. They have seemingly provided proof of divinely chosen status. The lust for eternal life made all wars holy wars and most spiritual ideologies competitive and aggressively immortality-defensive in the hearts and minds of their promoters and followers.
Today our armed forces are sanctified and glorified repeatedly and profusely by President Obama. And our prideful mass-media ideologists of the very real clash of “immortality cultures” never mention the holocaustic mass-mortality and casualty numbers of the officially countless innocent Muslim victims of “God Bless America!” 
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