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   The first amendment to our Constitution begins with the words, “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion…” This wise old prohibition of an official state religion and any federal promotion of organized religions may create in the minds of many secularists a false complacency and false sense of security that hyper-motivated “evangelical” religious organizations have not yet become the most powerful emotional and behavioral determinants of the “world-winning” and dangerously aggressive foreign policies of our Federal Government.  
   Our nation is currently up to its neck, militarily and financially, in dozens of Holy Wars in the Middle East, South Asia and Africa. The highly contagious exploding chaos of these endlessly expanding conflicts between rigidly dogmatic and militarized “eternal salvation” religions now dominates the international news, views and propaganda of our war-profit corporate-controlled mass media. CNN and Fox dramatize and promote new religious wars almost every month. Our national politicians regularly make many sanctimonious claims such as, “American men and women in uniform are fighting a battle across the world so that all Americans might continue to exercise their faith (Rep. Trent Franks R-Ariz.)” (1) Until George Bush was told to keep it a secret from our “enemies,” he honestly announced that our Middle East Wars were a “crusade.” 
   Since President Reagan’s populist “religious revolution” against “Evil” elevated the nuclear fire-power and sanctity of our Armed Forces, their highest and most glorious religious proselytizing missions have spread throughout our nation’s training and indoctrination schools and our 800 domestic and foreign bases by large and successful groups like ROTC, the Officers’ Christian Fellowship, the Military Missions Network, the Campus Crusade for Christ, and the Military Missions Network. The most zealous evangelists are devoted to training present and future chaplains and military personnel to be an army of “government-paid missionaries for Christ.”
   There is never a year when retired and uniformed active duty officers of the highest ranks are not making countless speaking tours where they demonize all Muslims and inspire their audiences to devote their lives to the great redeeming war against Islam.  Lt Gen. William Boykin described our armed forces as “the Army of God” in a fight between Satan and Christians. Like many fundamentalists, he claimed George W. Bush was “in the White House because God put him there.” On the political front of the End Time wars, Dominionist Gary North speaks for millions who are building “a Bible-based social, political and religious order which finally denies the religious liberty of the enemies of God.”
   The fundamentalist/evangelical third of our citizens are winning the culture war at home and in their Holy Land Christian Zionist projects to promote an ever expanding Israeli State. To intimidate all Muslim governments that support Palestinian resistance Americans have helped Israel become a major nuclear power.
   In Russia, President Medvedev complained and announced recently that his nation is now being forced to build a whole new generation of improved nuclear weapons to protect its people from the dangerously encircling and arrogantly provocative American/NATO military expansionism on its southern and western flanks. 

   Few Americans are even aware of this frightful post-Cold War return to hair-trigger “Mutually Assured Destruction.” On our mainstream mass media the tens of thousands of launch-poised nuclear warheads are never discussed. They are out of sight in their bunkers sitting quietly like genocidal apocalyptic End Time scriptural prophesies. But, our Christian majority seems permanently preoccupied with its ever exploding and expanding Manichean “War against Islamic Terrorism.”  

                  In Religion and War Fearful Populations Are Easily Manipulated
Fear of political or career punishment by vigilante supporters of our continuously sanctified national “War Complex” has silenced almost all critical-minded war-resistance in our mass media, schools and public gathering places. Likewise, nationwide fears of exposing the prideful and militantly myopic fantasies of evangelist religions have for decades silenced most teachers and professors. Religion is a banned subject in public schools. 

  A telling individual example of the preeminent role that “intimidation-terrorism” plays in the rapidly expanding evangelical religions of our “Land of the Free” is the meteoric rise and fall of Rev. Carlton Pierson, the young charismatic Black super-preacher who became the foremost disciple of Oral Roberts, was elevated to national fame and a membership on the Board of Directors of Oral Roberts University. But, when he developed a “gospel of inclusion” and claimed that Christ had not come to send anyone to Hell, he was widely vilified by top evangelists, expelled from his positions and black-listed out of his denomination. (4)
   In the modern pragmatic world of skeptical and fact-based scientific cultures, why do terrifying sacred supernatural mythologies that are obviously childish “make-believe” and regressive delusional immortality-fantasies continue to plague our nations and threaten escalating holy wars that seem headed on a trajectory of culture wars, nuclear wars, nuclear winter, ecocide and species self-extinction? 

   Following “the dots” that may explain the original evolutionary cultural “roots” of the current “tsunami” of terrorist patriarchal holy wars may take us way back to early hominid survival adaptations. Our earliest anthropoid ape ancestors made a dangerous transition from living safely in trees to a new terrifying life surviving on African terrain that was teeming with many anatomically far more efficient predatory carnivores. The newly terrestrial hominids that survived the great ethological leap had to evolve super-brains that gradually increased in volume from 400cc to 1600cc.

   The evolution of greatly expanded frontal-lobe consciousness gave our progenitors an acute and chronic awareness-horror that every human seems inescapably fated to die. To cope with the debilitating stress of this death-horror PTSD they eventually generated    psychological and behavioral “defense mechanisms” which we nervously call “cultures.” These included symbolic awareness-control and social-control ideologies like shamanism, mythology and salvation religions. These mortality defenses were invented and promoted to build emotionally “fear-based” social orders and glory-bound imperialist armies. For the Pulitzer winning classic analysis of how death-horror fuels the dangerous inventiveness-power of all human cultures read Denial of Death and Escape from Evil by Ernest Becker.(2)
   The psychologically deeply repressed fear of personal death was “utilized” by parents, tribal chiefs, and ruling classes to train humans to be vulnerable to domination by intimidating and totalistic cultural conditioning. For examples, fundamentalist Zoroastrians, Jews, Muslims, and Christians traditionally inculcated and/or enforced their religious ideologies by what they call a “complete” (read authoritarian) “Way of Life.”                 
Several millennia ago, when private ownership of women, land and animals began spreading around the globe, agrarianism and urbanization stimulated the permanent growth and rapid escalation of militarism and imperialism.
   From early Persian times (500’s BCE), holy war imperialisms were no threat to the survival of the eco-systems needed for the species Homo sapiens. Even up to WWII, when our President Franklin Roosevelt set in motion the “Age of Nuclear Weapons” by approving the fateful Manhattan Project, militaristic imperialism had created no immediate or permanent danger that one quick war could annihilate our entire species and make its environment uninhabitable. 
   But, according to nuclear war experts like Daniel Ellsberg, Helen Caldicott, and Carl Sagan, since the nuclear super powers built their 60,000 warheads and profited on the spread of global nuclear energy and weapons, continental genocidal blasts, global fire storms, radioactive dust and extended atmospheric blocking of all sunshine around the globe (a “nuclear winter”) have become the most likely species self-suicide results of the next major war of our species. Ellsberg’s “The American Doomsday Machine” is being published on line by Truthdig (6)

What is even more frightening than that is the fact that since the first tests of nuclear weapons in 1945, almost every American has repressed our nuclear Doomsday trajectory deep into the collective unconsciousness of what many consider “God’s chosen nation.” 
   Is it not time to wake up? Mutually Assured Destruction to validate imaginary immortality-projects has not been working as a strategy for peace and human survival!
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