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Anthony wrote:
"...atheists are more likely to be criminals - yes they are. “

But studies show that, "only 1% of the American prison populations are atheists."
See Dr. David Layton’s article in “American Atheist,” March, 2007, page 20.
This statistic has been steady for years.
Actually, atheists are more likely to be scientists or university professors than criminals.

But, it is impossible to know for sure who are atheists or agnostics because most people are afraid to give honest answers to questions like that. To ask that question (Are you an atheist?), in fundamentalist areas of the USA would be almost like asking Soviet citizens under the rule of Stalin if they were Nazis. Yet there were many thousands or millions of closet Nazis in the USSR during the Stalin Era. (See the book "Soviet Nazis") 

Yet, also, It is quite conceivable that almost every American who claims to believe in God is only saying that to protect him/her/self from loss of job, ostracism, hatred, persecution, prejudice or (God forbid) the horror of contemplating having one's own precious body slowly eaten by maggots (Ernest Becker).
One of the things that many psychoanalysts agree on is that, in matters of personal death-consciousness and death unconsciousness, people generally do not tell others or their own conscious minds what they really believe. The most terrifying beliefs are usually "deep in the closet" of the unconscious. That fits with Freud's and Ernest Becker's theories. 
Because of people’s fears and fantasies, what people say they “believe” may be defense-mechanisms against the horror or shame of their deepest feelings?
See "Death and Delusion: A Freudian Analysis of Mortal Terror" by J. Piven (2004), pp. 21-56, 219-220. 
(p.s., try to read this meticulously scholarly book in short stretches, alternated by vigorous exercise or periods of relaxation. You might be disturbed to discover how ubiquitously self-deceptive many psychoanalysts believe we humans really are.)
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